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SUBJ: NARCOTICS: GOC CONCERN OVER US CUSTOMS ENPORCEMENT POLICY 
REF BOGOTA 6103 AND 5889 

1. FORN OFFICE UNDERSECY POR ECONOMIC APPAIRS ROBERTO SOTO CALLED 
JULY 7 TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER STATEMENTS IN US CUSTOMS ENPORCE- 
MENT POLICY ON NARCOTICS (RETELS) TO EPFECT THAT US UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES MIGHT CONPISCATE SHIPS OF COLOMBIA'S FLOTA MERCANTE 
GRANCOLOMBIANA. SOTO SAID THAT FLOTA AND GOC WERE MAKING EVERY 
EPPORT TO COOPERATE WITH US IN SUPPRESSION OF NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. 
NEITHER THE SHIPS AS SUCH NOR THE COMPANY WERE ENGAGED IN VIOLATION 
OP THE NARCOTICS LAWS. THESE VIOLATIONS WERE COMMITTED BY PERSONS 
BOTH COLOMBIAN AND AMERICAN AND IT WOULD THEREPORE BE INEQUITABLE 
TO IMPOSE PENALTIES ON THE VESSEL. IT WOULD ALSO BE UNREALISTIC 

TO THINK THE PLOTA COULD ELIMINATE ALL NARCOTICS SMUGGLING IN 
ITS SHIPS NO MATTER HOW SEVERE THE CONTROLS THAT MIGHT BE IM- 
POSED. GIVEN ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WOULD BE NO MORE 
REASONABLE TO CONPISCATE A PLOTA SHIP THAN A BRANIPF AIRCRAPT. 

SOTO CONCLUDED BY STATING THAT HE WAS VERY DISTURBED OVER THE 
POSSIBILITY OP CONFISCATION BECAUSE THE PORN OFPICE WOULD CONSIDER 
SUCH ACTION NEITHER REASONABLE NOR EQUITABLE. HE HOPED USG WOULD 
BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ASSURANCE SUCH PENALTY WOULD NOT BE IMPOSED 
ON PLOTA SHIPS. 

2. AMB VAKY MAY WISH TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION DURING HIS CONSUL- 
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